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wy.) «©6 Nyasaland leader’s warning 
om By GENE SHARP 


ican Federation. 
asaland. 


gj. In the United Kingdom people have been 
en the impression that everything is going 
«4 in the Central African Federation, but 
Sis far from the case,” he said. ‘ The situa- 
in Central Africa can be said to be 
ing so far as the African people are 
cerned.” Mr. Chirwa spoke with 
ainty and determination. 
e blamed the misimpression about the 
nati fuation in Central Africa on the fact that the 
nucl@j,ss there is mainly European (even the largest 
ons Mtican paper is European owned), and that it 
) Sifficult for Africans to come to Britain. 
‘are, "The Central African Federation was im- 
Mc despite the solid opposition of the 
Nean people,” Mr. Chirwa said. The Federa- 
bol is composed of Nyasaland, Northern 
aNi-ocesia, and Southern Rhodesia, ‘t Today the 
fans of Nyasaland are even more firmly 
Tiyrosed to the Federation and in fact desire 
igontract out of it. One day we shall,” he 


No tredit to Government 


{ont Chirwa referred to the two items com- 
/ he Y regarded as positive achievements of 
Federation. 
eee first of these, the establishment of an 
ter-racial university, financed by £14 
Million from British taxpayers on the under- 
Manding that it would be multi-racial, is 
ing planned with separate living quarters 
"Md dining halls for Africans. 
urthermore, the Southern Rhodesian Gov- 
ment have the right to veto the admission 
any. African student. 
e second achievement is the beginning 
“ the breakdown of the colour bar ‘on the 
Pper Belt. The Federal Government 
eserves no credit at all” for these 
Avances, he said. The credit is due almost 
| tely to the Rhodesian Selection Trust, 
d to Mr. R. L, Prain particularly, Mr. 
in was under great pressure to continue 
Icies of racial discrimination, he said. 
the same time as these advances in the 
tte Belt of Northern Rhodesia were being 
we '*d, he said, the Federal Government 
F 4 €d a motion to grant equal opportunity to 
tardies of race in the Civil Service, which 
ity now exists in British-ruled East 


Ma” territories, 


calm 


fore Federation, he said, the African 
had been Ied to believe that reasonable 

representation would be given them 
Legislative and Executive Councils of 
Wo Northern Protectorates, Instead, the 
"Government refused to grant Africans 
qual representation with Europeans and 
“wy, ‘On these Councils, which he termed “a 
4 request.” 

t further stated that the British Govern- 
had caused “deep resentment and made 
Tace relations extremely difficult” by 
the franchise only to Europeans, 
ber and Coloureds (mainly immigrants, and 

mg 14,000) and denying it to the 


NAT 
Z 


"Afr: indigenous Africans of Nyasaland. 
we Ticans feel that they are being treated as 
i 


iq Class citizens in their own country,” he 


ve blamed Britain for being influenced by 
“erg 1 Government, dominated by white 


wh 
itace relations in Gentral Africa have 
Mie, CTAted and the colour bar has increased 
eve Federation, Mr. Chirwa said. These 
a fePments are in contrast to professions 
ras bettitish Government when Federation 
mg considered, that the ucw regime 
Ron foster partnership and co-operation 
Mine, 2 various races. The Federal Gov- 
ignored many opportunities for 
ity On with the Africans and “has 
ltey ea to pursue the discriminatory racial 
Of Southern Rhodesia,” he said. 
Ment has: 
lio, ; Proposals to end racial discrimina- 
d ‘im desig Ployment and services stings 
o Pi} , . al = 
aU) tia EE. ede and the Southem Rho 
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JIN CENTRAL AFRICA 


ESS Nyasaland is declared black man’s country and 
given self-government, “Central Africa is going to be a 
Ming pot,” warned Mr. W. M. Chirwa at a Press confer- 
te in London on January 4. Mr. Chirwa is an African 
#? from Nyasaland in the Federal Assembly of the Central 
The following day he returned to 


‘i, _ © accept Sir John Moffat’s motion carrying of passes by Africans and separate 


Glasgow ‘“‘War on 
Want” Exhibition 


Films, lectures and a peace exhibition 
have been organised in Glasgow's Com- 
munity House this week by the Scottish 
Committee for War on Want. Fenner 
Brockway, MP, was the opening lecturer. 
Tonight (Friday) at 7.45 p.m., Charles M. 
Hutchison talks about Rural Development 
in Nigeria, Tomorrow’s lecturer is the Rev. 
Dr. George Macleod, leader of the Iona 
Community. Full report next week. 


Molotov’s speech 


omitted 7 
By STUART MORRIS 


General Secretary, Peace Pledge Union 


HE British Government’s White Paper on the 
Geneva Conference of Foreign Ministers is a 
false document designed to give an inaccurate 
account of the Meeting. 


While the White Paper stands unchallenged 
neither the nation nor Parliament will be given a full 
and accurate account of what actually happened. 

A comparison of the White Paper with the Conference 
documents shows, for example, that one of the most 
important speeches—Mr. Molotov's on Disarmament—was 
omitted from the White Paper. 

And they show that Mr. Macmillan’s broadcast was a 


grossly inaccurate statement. 
A Disgraceful Broadcast 


In his broadcast Mr. Macmillan, the then 
Foreign Secretary, said the Soviet Government 
cooly came forward with proposals for the 
suspension of H-bomb tests after their latest 
test which represented the biggest experiment 
up to date. 


The fact is that Russia first proposed the 

suspension of tests in May 1955. 

At that date it was linked with the scheme 
for disarmament, but it was repeated in 
September and again in November, shortly 
before the test, without the addition of other 
proposals. 

The only excuse for this grossly misleading 
statement is that Mr. Macmillan didn’t know 
the facts. In which case he was unfitted for 
his job. 

The Unacceptable Condition 


Other Government spokesmen have also 


| said that, in making the offer at Geneva of a 


security pact to allay Russian fears of a re- 
armed Germany, the question of any alliance 
of a united Germany with the West was left 
to the free decision of an all-German Govern- 
ment. 


That is not true. The plan submitted by 
the West stated that the Security Treaty 
would only come into operation when a 
united Germany agreed to join NATO. 
Pressed on this point by the Russians, the 

Western spokesmen stuck to that condition. 


M. Pinay even made it plain that if 
Germany did not join NATO any alternative 
solutions would not include the clause pro- 
viding for mutual assistance in event of 
aggression. 

Yet that clause is the very essence of any 
security pact! 


No proposals were made by Western 
Ministers other than those based on _ the 
assumption that a united Germany would be 
integrated into Western defence. 

It is therefore clear that the Western 
powers sent their Foreign Ministers to 
Geneva for the primary purpose of insisting 
on the one condition above all others which 
they knew Russia could not accept. 

That insistence ensured the failure of the 
conference beforehand however much Western 
Ministers may pretend that it was due to the 
Russian attitude on elections. 

Western Ministers accused the Russians of 
ignoring the directive given at the Summit 


African MPs barred from ‘Whites only” buses 


proposing an investigation into the principle 

of a multi-racial community ; 

Refused equal opportunity in the Civil 
Service ; 

Passed a law like the Cadet Corps Act which 
actually discriminates against Africans ; 

Is now recruiting white’ immigrants from 
Britain, Italy, and Greece to do work like 


that which Africans have for years being 
doing on the Nyasaland Railway (which, 
like the Nyasaland post offices, does not 
have a discriminatory policy on employ- 
ment and services). 


S. Africa laws introduced 


Mr. Chirwa maintained that African people 
could do the work for which immigrants are 
sought if they were given the necessary train- 
ing and opportunity. “The more Europeans 
you get the less opportunity the Africans will 
have for training and advancement.” Under 
such conditions, he said, the Africans become 
frustrated, “fall into despair and resentment,” 

The Federal Government of Central Africa 
is~being influenced by the government of 

Southern Rhodesia, and most of the latter 

government’s racial legislation was brought 

from South Africa, He said the only differ- 
ence between the racial situation in South 

Africa and Southern Rhodesia is that in the 

former the government is harsh but honest 

about its intentions, and that in the latter 
the government is subtle but hypocritical, 

These Southern Rhodesian laws include the 


residential areas. In Salisbury, the capital of 
the Federation, although African MPs may 
have tea in the government building, they, as 
all Africans, must travel six miles for meals 
and must use separate buses which are not 
allowed to enter the centre of Salisbury. 


Interests of Africans ignored 


An African cannot eat in a railway restaurant 
or dining car or use first and second-class 
waiting rooms or the counters and enfrances 
for Europeans in post offices. 

“If a man who is so high in his com- 
munity as MP has to undergo these things, 
you can imagine how an ordinary man 
would be treated.” 


The work of the Federal Government's 
African Affairs Board which was supposed to 
safeguard the interests of Africans and object 
to Bills which discriminate against them has 
been made “quite: ineffective,” the MP said. 

“Unless a Bill discriminates in wording it 
cannot be challenged even though in practice 
it might discriminate,” he added. 

He cited one instance in which the Prime 
Minister had made it quite clear that a Bill 
was intended to discriminate, but no objection 
was made. A 

The Federal Prime Minister, Lord Malvern, 
had said also quite blatantly in the Federal 
Parliament that the policy of racial partner- 
ship stated in the Preamble and Article 33 of 
the Federal Constitution had been forced upon 
him and implied that he had no direct respon- 


O ON PAGE THREE 


WHAT DID HAPPEN AT GENEVA? 


GLARING OMISSION IN 
WHITE PAPER] 205s 


ON THE 
PEACE-PATH 


“GIF SIR ANTHONY MY_ GRITTINGS — AND 
TANKS A MILLION!” 


talks, which, they said, involved Russia in an 
agreement to hold free elections. 

But, as Mr. Molotov pointed out, the actual 
directive included two conditions: “.. . free 
elections in accordance with the national 
interests of the German people and those of 
European security.” 

And while agreeing with the necessity of 
free elections, the Russians contended that the 
West’s proposal did not fulfil those conditions. 

The interests of the German people, they 
said, could only be served by the Germans 
themselves agrecing on the basis and conduct 
of the elections. 

It was for that reason Russia proposed that 
many should be invited to attend the con- 
representatives of both West and East Ger- 
ference. 


They proposed a mixed commission of 
Germans from both zones, in proportion to 
the respective populations, to decide on the 
method of election, which the Summit Con- 
ference had agreed should be considered in 
relation to the methods now prevailing in 
both zones. 


“Cynical and Hypocritical ” 


This proposal was rejected, mainly because 


of the Western powers’ refusal to recognise the - 


Democratic Republic of East Germany. 


The final act of the Nine-Power Conference 
of October 1954 had, as Peace News pointed 
out at the time, made the fatal mistake of 
declaring that the Western powers considered 
the Federal Government as the only German 
government freely and legitimately constituted 
and therefore entitled to represent the German 
people in international affairs. 

To dislike the character of a government, 
or its electoral methods, is hardly a reason 
for refusing to recognise its existence, other- 
wise Britain would not have recognised 
Peking, to say nothing of Spain and Greece, 
and other members of the “ Free World.” 
No wonder the Manchester Guardian 

characterised the Western proposals at Geneva 
as “cynical and hypocritical.” 


The Missing Speech 


The Government's hypocrisy is underlined 
by the White Paper’s report on Disarmament. 


The White Paper runs to 185 pages and 
purports to give the principal published 
speeches and resolutions. 

Yet it actually omits altogether a most 
important speech by Mr. Molotov, a speech 
which many of the correspondents at Geneva 
thought was the best speech he made. 

The significance of the speech lay in the 
fact that he pointed out the way in which the 
Soviet Government had tried to meet the 
Western proposals and how far they were pre- 
pared to go in the matter of inspection and 
control of armaments. 

Mr. Macmillan’s only reference to this 
speech in his broadcast was that all the West 
got from the Russians was the same old 
arguments over again. 

_ If Mr. Molotov’s speech had been included 
in the White Paper that remark would have 
been seen to be absolutely untrue. 


“Eden Plan” 


The truth seems to be that, as Mr. Molotov 
pointed out, a new clement of confusion has 
been introduced by the vagaries of what is 
called the “Eden Plan,” which provided for a 
neutralised zone as part of the ‘security 
measures. 

When Sir Anthony announced it, that zone 
was to be on either side of the dividing line 
between East and West Germany. 

But apparently he had not considered the 
implications of his proposal in relation to 
the Western plans to re-unify Germany, and 


= ON BACK PAGE 


IN PEACE NEWS NEXT WEEK 


A REPORT on Plaid Cymru, the Welsh 
Nationalist Party, will appear in next week's 
issue of Peace News. 

This is an important growing political party 
in Wales, which uses electoral and non-violent 
methods, advocates a decentralised economic 
and political philosophy, and stands opposed 
to all military power blocs. Its broadcasts are 
now banned from the BBC. 
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NEWS 


130 Brattle St. 
Cambridge 38 Mass. 


A Presidential Survey 


“QUR_ dedication to moral 

values must be complete in 
our dealings abroad and in our 
relationships among ourselves,” 
says President Eisenhower in his 


1956 “ State of the Union” mes- 
sage. 

Earlier he said: “ We must act in 
the firm assurance that the fruits of 
freedom are more attractive and de- 
sirable to mankind in the pursuit of, 
happiness than the record of Com- 
munism ”; and “ our policy must be 
dynamic, as well as flexible, designed 
primarily toward the achievement of 
our own objectives rather than to 
meet each shift and change of the 
Communist front.” 

If only these statements of the US 
Government’s political outlook were 
to become true, what an electrifying 
effect a Presidential Address would 
have on the world ! 

What an encourag:ment tc hope 
and an inspiration to helpful co- 
operation it would be. 

We should then be able to conclude 
with the President that “the vista 
before us is bright,” rather than be 
wondering what the rapid dissipation 
of the “ Geneva spirit ”’—the hopeful 
mark of 1955—may have in store for 
us in 1956, 

Alas, those high claims are very 
litle reflected in the address as a 
whole, which is a carefully calculated 
assemblage of declarations designed 
to placate conflicting political in- 
terests and conceptions in a Presi- 
dential election year. 


* 
“Our economy,” says the 
President, © approaching the 


$400,000,000,000 mark, is at an un- 
paralleled level of prosperity, The 
national income is more widely and 
fairly distributed than ever before. 
The number of Americans at work 
has reached an all-time high, As a 
people, we are achieving even higher 
standards of living—earning more, 
producing more, consuming more, 
building more, and investing more 
than ever before.” 


The brightness is dulled later in 
the address, when the President dis- 
cusses methods of helping the far- 
mers to produce less, in a world with 
a plethora of half-empty stomachs, 
but a dearth of profitable markets. 


Incidentally, there was a grim mis- 
print in the Manchester Guardian's 
account of the address: “ carning 
more” became “ burning more.” 


The President*remarks that the US 
now has security pacts with more 
than 40 nations. He lists as “ major 
gains for the system of collective 
security” the accession of West 
Germany to NATO and West Euro- 
pean Union; SEATO; and _ the 
Bagdad Pact. After duly noting 
these he ironically adds “We have 
been steadfast in our support of the 
United Nations.” 

There are two important comments 
to be made on the _ international 
aspects of the President’s address, 


The first is that all these pacts and 
treaty organisations are not arrange- 
ments which buttress the stability 
and increase the influence of UN; 
they increasingly threaten to destroy 


If not, why not include in the list 
the pact between Russia and China 
and the Warsaw Treaty 2?) And when 
Mr. Khruschov makes his address to 
the. forthcoming Communist Party 
Congress in Russia, while he is likely 
to note the Warsaw Treaty and the 
pact with China as bastions of peace, 
nobody will expect him to include 
under that heading the pacts in 
President Eisenhower’s list. 

Ail, these pacts are not pari of 
“collective security.” They are the 
extension of war preparations that 
will cnsure that World War HI must 
be universally destructive. 


The other point relates the 
President's comment that since 
Geneva and the recognition of H- 
bomb’ stalemate, “ Conamunist tactics 
against the free nations have shifted 
in emphasis from reliance on violence 
and the threat of violence to reliance 
on division, enticement and 
duplicity.” 


to 


x 

Reliance on division, enticement 
and duplicity are not new develop- 
ments in Russian policy, and they are 
not peculiar to Russia, Has not the 
West, for instance, openly rejoiced at 
the division between Yugoslavia and 
the rest of the (totalitarian states, and 
was not this rejoicing accompanied 
by a persistent policy of enticement ? 


These things are not morally. repre- 
hensible on the one side and to be 
taken for granted as right and proper 
on the other; they are an obvious 
and inevitable outcome of the power 
struggle, 


In the Middle East, says the Presi- 
dent, “recent Soviet moves are 
hardly compatible with the reduction 
of international tension.” 


The move in the Middle East, 
however, that was most flagrantly out 
of harmony with the move towards 
mutual accommodation and casing of 
tension that might have flowed from 
the “ Summit” meeting was the con- 
struction of the Bagdad Pact on the 
British initiative. 

This was in every sense a miscon- 
ceived policy, but outstandingly it 
was a plain denial by the West that 
anything had been changed by the 
first Geneva meeting, 


IN PERSPECTIVE... 


(PHERE is an indication emanating 

from Washington that the US 
Government is this year to test the 
biggest H-bomb that has yet been ex- 
ploded ; and there is also talk derived 
from the report of a Government 
committee of the possibility of setting 
off thermo-nuclear weapons of an 
explosive power of fifty million tons 
of TNT. 

This means a bomb of 2,500 times 
the explosive power of the bomb that 
destroyed the people of Hiroshima, 
that “nominal” bomb about which 
we used to hear so much when the 
Governments were trying to put the 
best possible face on the practica- 
bility of “civil defence.” 


That “ nominal” bomb is heard of 
no more from the CD directors. 
They have to find other and more 
complicated ways of persuading 
people that there is something worth 
while that can be done in the pro- 
tection of life against the thermo- 
nuclear threat. 


Hiroshima x 2.500 


7WINHE bomb that is being talked of 

now would have one and a half 
times the power of the Bikini bomb, 
that which caused so much distress 
to the Japanese people. That had 
only one thousand times the power 
of the Hiroshima bomb. 


The Bikini bomb was first reported 
to have a radius of complete destruc- 
tion of from 6 to 12 miles, but later 
calculations sct it at 10 miles. The 
new bomb would have an area of 
complete destruction with a radius of 
13 or 14 miles. These figures ex- 
clude the dangerous “ fall-out” area 
which was an uncalculated and 
disastrous consequence of the Bikini 
bomb, 


A ease for UN 


"FHHERE is no information as to the 

* place and conditions of the pro- 
posed test, and doubtless these news 
stories are permitted to be spread as 
a means of sounding the public 
reaction. 


We hope that this will be strong 
and forceful. 

The Asian peoples and others who 
have no aspirations to the creation 
of these things should speak out with 
emphasis. 


This matter is essentially one with 


which the United Nations should 
deal. 
The testing of these weapons, 


whether by Russia, the US or Britain, 
has consequences that cannot be con- 
fined to the peoples of the nations 
that make the tests. They are the 
concern of the whole world. 

We can think of no more powerful 
reason for exclusion from the United 
Nations as an outlaw state than the 


Bigger H-Bombs 
Germany 
White Paper 
France 


Tanks for Egypt 


persistance in such tests in defiance 
of world public opinion. 


Uniting Germany 


Ti ESPITE the Geneva stalemate, 

we still believe that there is a 
possibility of reunification on the 
basis of a reunited Germany remain- 
ing disarmed and accepting a policy 
of constructive neutrality. 

Any fear that one economic con- 
sequence of reunification would be 
the repeal of any measure of real 
socialism in Eastern Germany and 
a return to landtordism and feudal- 
ism could be met by the adoption of 
a systern of Federation which would 
reserve to the present East Germany 
the right to manage its own “local” 
affairs, Just as in West Germany a 
Socialist Lander (e.g. Hesse) can exist 
side by side With a non-socialist with- 
in the Federal Government. 


The White Paper 


QN the disarmament question we 

believe that the best way to cut 
the Gordian knot would be for the 
British Government to give a moral 
lead by adopting the policy of dis- 
armament by example, but that at 
least the Western powers should 
be prepared to make further construc- 
five proposals in the light of the 
favourable attitude shown by Molotov 
at Geneva, 

We hope that the question of the 
missing document, reported on page 
one, will be raised and the whole 
of the White Paper debated at the 
earliest moment. 

Peace News has had occasion to 
point out that another important 
document was missing from a 
previous White Paper on Germany, 
and not the least important reper- 
cussion to this further omission is 
the doubt which is thrown upon 
the value of any White Paper 
which the Government may issue. 
A white he is defined in the 

dictionary as being ‘a lie excused or 
justified by its motive,” but can any- 
thing excuse such distortion as we 
report, or any motive justify it? 


Freneh election 
WHAT is likely to happen in 
YY France in 1956 is difficult to sec. 


The clection with which the year 
opened has: enormously increased the 
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MPHE New Year’s Day papers here 
carried an interesting and en- 
couraging account about the results 


request of the Defence Department, 
and for which the latter paid 
$19,700. 

The Defence Department wanted “a 
base-line from which a programme 
could be launched to enhance the 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


“Lift up your hearts’ 


FJREGINALD REYNOLDS will be 

broadcasting in the BBC's early 
morning “Lift Up Your Hearts” 
programme from January 30 to 
February 4 inclusive. 


A member of the Board of Peace 
News Ltd, he was for a period 
engaged on field work for the Peace 
Committee of the Society of Friends. 


His broadcasts will have for their 
theme the life and thought of John 
Woolman, a great name in Quaker- 
ism as listeners will discover for 
themselves. 


Peace Council on the air 


EACE NEWS readers will have 

cause to “lift up their hearts" 
that week. It will be a change from 
wringing their hands over the BBC. 


January 30 will also sce the 
“Third” relaying the Mediaeval Dis- 
putation organised by the National 
Peace Council. Subject is “ The 
Morality of Nuclear Warfare,” to be 
debated by two distinguished Roman 
Catholics. 


It is a sad commentary, however, 
that we have had to wait until 1956 
for a Peace Council to get one of its 
activities on to the air. 

The first performance of a Michael 
Tippett Concerto and a talk by Hugh 
Schonfield are also in that week’s 
Third Programme broadcasts. Frank 
Merrick will be heard ai the piano 
too. 


The discontented 


TIYHE current issue of the National 
Peace Council’s “One World” 
(74d. post free from 29 Great James 


St., London, W.C.1) carries digests of 
six talks given at the Council’s con- 
ference on “Coming to terms with 
Asia”—all by people who = are 
authorities on their subjects, 

Here is a quote from E. F. 
Schumacher’s contribution. Until 
recently he was Economic Adviser to 
the Government of Burma: 

In Rangoon I was introduced to an 
American who'runs a radio station 
there. He said to me: “ My purpose 
is to make these people discontented. 
The trouble is they are too god dam 
happy; you can't develop the land 
with such people.” 

“Is development so important?” I 
asked. He looked at me_ with 
astonishment and contempt, and said: 
“Unless we develop this country it 
will go Communist and our duty is 
to build up a bulwark against Com- 
munism.” 

1 suggested that if people were 
happy they were less likely to turn 
Communist. A great danger today 
is the modern man who thinks he 
has all the answers. 


Youth Conference 


ROF, CHARLES COULSON, now 

a well-known TY personality, will 

be one of the speakers at a 

Youth Holiday Conference to be held 

at Easter by the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation at Haverhill, Suffolk. 


The conference will consider such 
questions as: Need Men _ Starve? 
Need. Races Hate? Need Nations 
Fight?. What Can Christians Do? A 
conference .brochure may be had 
fram 29 Great James Street, London, 
W.C.1, from whom further particulars 
may be obtained. 
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Poll backfires on Pentagon 


LETTER FROM USA 
by A. J. Muste 


prestige of a military career.” 
The poll revealed that neither among 
adults nor among youths from “16 
to 20 inclusive does a military 
career have much prestige now. 
One of the findings was that “ young 
men are overwhelmingly inclined to 
look upon their military service as 
an onerous obligation. Only eight 
out of every 100 have a fairly 
definite belief that they would like 
military service.” 

In a list of nineteen occupations 
adults rated that of military officer 
seventh between a public school 
teacher and a farmer, neither of 
which are generally regarded with 
great favour here. 

In addition to public school teachers, 
lawyers, ministers or priests, college 
professors, scientists or 'physicians 
ranked above Officers. 

As for enlisted men they ranked 
sixteenth in the list, below garage 
mechanics but higher than barbers. 
The report I saw unfortunately did 
not tell what occupations ranked 
lower than that of barbers! 


Popularity 


Speaking of polls, the seemingly in- 
defatigible Dr. Gallup and_ his 
American Institute of Public 
Opinion have again provided us 
with accurate (?) and puzzling—also 
somewhat  breath-taking—data_ in 
answer to the question: “ What 
man” (the women seem to be 
ignored) “that you have heard or 
read about in any part of the world 
do you admire most?” 

For the fifth time in six years Eisen- 
hower ranks No. 1. 

Then follow in order: Churchill, 
Douglas MacArthur, Harry Truman, 
Albert Schweitzer, Pope Pius, 
Herbert Hoover, Fulton Sheen, Billy 
Graham and Adlai Stevenson. 

Dr. Gallup thinks it significant that 
four religious leaders appear in the 
list, whereas in the first poll, 1946, 
not one religious figure made the 
first ten. 

When I meditate on the persons in- 
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cluded, as well as on some exclus- 
ions, however, I wonder what it 
can possibly signify except that 
“religion” and “religious” per- 
sonages get more publicity in the 
US now than nine years ago. 
That impression is confirmed by the 
sad reminder that although Senator 
Joseph McCarthy failed to win a 
spot this year, only a year ago he 
still ranked fourth, not so far below 
Eisenhower! 

On the subject of Eisenhower and the 
reverence in which he is seemingly 
held by multitudes in this country 
1 think I shall one day have to 
comment, 

Gut it will require much more 
reflection that I have had time to 
give it to date. 

The phenomenon remains for me an 
astonishing and unfathomable 
mystery! 


Aerial reconnaissance 


Bulganin—or was in Khrushchov?— 
has at last come out with the flat 
charge that the Eisenhower proposal 
for aerial inspection, which stirred 
up such a furore at Geneva last 
summer, has nothing to do with dis- 
armament, and is actually a device 
for providing military intelligence 
with data and is as likely to stir up 
suspicion and intensify arms com- 
petition as to alay them. 

Without necessarily questioning the 
subjective motivation for the Eisen- 
hower proposal, I have as Peace 
News readers are aware, from the 
outset had similar doubts about its 
objective meaning and effect. 

Now along comes James Reston, 
leading New York Times columnist 
who is often surprisingly hard-hit- 
ting for that dignified paper, and in 
a New Year’s Day dispatch from 
Washington which suggests that 
for the Eisenhower Administration 
and to some extent the US in 
general “1955 was fun: a year of 
wishful thinking” about a lot of 
things; but 1956 “will be more diffi- 
cult, for the bills are coming in.” 
Among the specific situations he 
mentions where reality will have to 
be faced is this one: “In 1955 the 
disarmament problem was met with 
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number of seats held by the Cott 
munists, but not the Communist voles 
What has happened is that this 
election has given the Communis# 
representation much more in propor 
tion to the votes cast for them thal 
was the case at the last election. 
The Communist vote is close upo 
five millions as compared with # 
Socialist vote of approximately thi#® 
millions. This represents a_politi@ 
situation very unlike the British, 
there are French observers who hold 
that the French working class vol 
for Cornmunism has no very cor 
siderable ideological _implicatiom 
and even that the French Coil 
munist in the Party is likely to havé 
more concern with political freedom 
than his counterpart in Britain or # 
the countries behind the Iron Curtal® 
This is something that may concel¥ 
ably be tested in a year or two. 
The rise of the followers ol 
Poujade on a particularly debas® 
appeal is an unpleasant phenomendl 
that one can only hope may represell | 
a quickly passing phase. i 


ae 9 
A “Front” Ahead: 
rN\HE Communists have alread! 

proposed that there shall be 
“popular front” consisting of Com 
munists, Socialists and Mende 
France Radicals. 

M. Mendes-France and M. GU 
Mollet have rejected this suggestio# 
and they seem to be equally dispos@ 
to reject the idea of a “ natiom 
front” which would bring in 1 
followers of M, Faure and the MRE 

The Assembly will meet , né 
Thursday, January 19, and the Cot 
ferences of the Radical and Sociali# 
Parties will have met before then 1 
consider the proposals of M. Mend& 
France and M. Guy Mollet. At th 
time of writing their dispositiO® 
appears to be to confine the combin* 
tion of the formation of a Gover 
ment to these two Parties, to put ¢ 
question of Algeria in the forefrot| 
(and on this the policy of M, Faults 
is much the same as that of | 
Mendes-France, only pursued by 
more tortuous methods), and 
anticipate sufficient support from thé 
less reactionary among the MRP, aM) 
the Communists, to put their polit 
through. 

The position will, of course, in 2") 
event, be a very unstable one, 
is likely to be increasing pressure 
time goes by for the formation of 
“front” on one side or the othe» 
and this will inevitably happen unles 
the government that undertakes Wi!) 
precarious control secks an ¢@ 
general election in the hope that} 
more stable selection among th 
parties may be returned. 


Mumbo-jumbo 


TN. “Magic Thinking” Profes#| 
S. F, Nadel told Third Programm 
listeners last week that “ mag 
attempts the physically impossible 
and, as this is so, believers must 4 
eviiably be confronted again 40) 
again with evidence proving “ 
failure of their magic efforts.” Ho" 
is it then “that people who belie”) 
in magic go on believing in it?’ ne 
The round stones to teach |! 
yams to grow; the wax figures 
which pins are stuck; the Indi@ 
shooting the spoor of the animal " 
is hunting—it was with primitl 
races that the Professor, like Frevs, 
Frazer, Spencer, Lang and others, ¥ 
concerned. se 
But what of the grafting or 1% 
ference of primitive mumbo juMe 
upon our higher civilisation: t 
Totem of Parliament; the abilit¥, 
our Witch-doctors to manipul®” | 
magic word symbols into realitice 
freedom into subjection ; co-cxiste™, 
into war bases; peace into @' 
ments ; protection into invasion? 44 
The supply of reconditioned t4", 
to Egypt is a classical example (y 
how effectively the attention | 
“ believers" can be diverted fro | 
fundamentals and fixed upon a Le 
which now shocks their leadef’. 


- e 
Egyptian pups 
qt IS taboo to remember the subJé 
would never have been raised wilt 
not the Russians supplied Egypt 
aims, and that for ten years 
has been a free-for-all racket 11 
plus war materials from whic 
Governments (of both parties) 
done well. 

The magic spell is already 
woven. If one of our Army © 
can be believed, “the Sherman pelt | 
Valentine tanks have had ilu | 
day ... they are doomed to fa aly 
: . their armament is tol?\, 
inadequate . . . they are not safé 
be in.” 
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Paper will have no difficulty in P®° ‘| 
We may 4) 


complaint that the “rebels 3 
Algeria are using British | 
grenades, rifles, two-inch mortalS “19 
tommy guns, or the offer by Jay 
deliver to Egypt thirty 
bombers (which Italy does not f 
or the 4,000 tons of armam' ig 
offered to Egypt by Iraq (just ¥) aw | 
Britain is to step-up deliveries OF { 


arms to the latter). 
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MALAYA: Unconsidered 


long-term factors 
by Roy Sherwood 


The glimmer of hope just before Christmas that the eight years of jungle 
warfare in Malaya were at last coming to an immediate end was effectively doused 
on December 29, when the Baling conference broke down and the Communist 
leader, Chin Peng, walked back into the jungle; and it was double-doused three 


THE CHOICESIN 


GERMANY: FEAR 
OR CHALLENGE 


Western Germany—From Defeat to Rearma- 
ment, by Alfred Grosser. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 


“TYHE emphasis upon German rearmament 

= ig only one aspect of a general choice 
made by the Western powers—the choice of 
an anti-Communism based upon fear and upon 
the defence and preservation of what exists 
in Europe, instead of upon a challenge, which 
would imply the abolition of all that makes 
‘the West’ so vulnerable . . .” writes Alfred 
Grosser in the concluding chapter of this most 
readable and level-headed account of problems 
and events in Western Germany since the war. 


To anyone interested in the German ques- 
tion Alfred Grosser makes an admirable guide 
through the maze of recent history, and al- 
though in many ways the picture is sad and 
depressing, his sureness of hand and clarity 
of vision make it exciting and satisfying at 
the same time. As a Frenchman, the author 
is especially interested in the relations between 
his country and Western Germany, but that 
does not lead him to neglect all the other 
aspects of his subject. The short bibliogra- 
phical notes appended to each chapter are 
particularly useful. 


It is to be hoped that Grosser’s book will 
be widely read and that readers will take care- 
ful note of his final words “No one has the 
tight to observe Germany as a disinterested 
spectator, and if she appears tomorrow under 
an odious aspect every Frenchman and English- 
man and American will have a share of the 
responsibility. But it is not yet too late to 


prevent it.” 
H.V.K. 


INTERNATIO 


NAL 


days later, when Abdul Rahman, Chief 


Minister of the Malayan Federation of 
four months’ standing, announced that “the 
war must be intensified,” and that he had no 
intention of meeting the Communists again 
unless they indicated beforehand that they 
wanted to come “on the basis of a decision in 
favour of full and complete surrender.” 


In appearance the conference was free from 
British influence. The negotiators were the 
Chief Ministers of Malaya and of Singapore on 
one side and the Communist leader, Chin Peng, 
on the other; but the arrangements had been 
made by the British Director of Operations, 
and whatever chance there is now of the con- 
ference being resumed depends almost entirely 
on the outcome of Abdul Rahman’s coming 
negotiations in London about the date when 
Malayan independence is to become a fact. 
Certain reports say that he now intends to ask 
for a much earlier date than the original one 
scheduled, which was August, 1957. Though 
unseen, Britain therefore played an important 
part in the talks. 


The fundamental point on which the confer- 
ence came to grief was Abdul Rahman’s insis- 
tence that the Communists could not be recog- 
nised as a legitimate political party and that 
they must submit, on laying down their arms, 
to a “loyalty investigation ” calling for a period 
of detention, probably followed by another 
period of supervision. 


CHRISTMAS AT 


FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 


From BARBARA WHITEHEAD 
WY HAT more inspiring place than the Freundschaftsheim (Friendship House) for 
an international Christmas party ? Ideas, money, and willing labour from all 
over the world have built this German house, standing in the middle of a war-torn 
continent, and dedicated to the cause of peace. 


In our group going there from London there 
were friends from Nigeria, Kenya, Zanzibar, 
Pakistan, Lebanon, and South Africa, and 
half-a-dozen very miscellaneous English. The 
channel crossing was luckily smooth, but the 
train journey amply made up for it in excite- 
ment. 

At Aachen our two Nigerian friends were 
apparently not sufficiently British to enter 
Germany without a visa, had to go to the 
police at Cologne at two o’clock in the morn- 
ing and plead not to be sent back. We got 
them through! 

We finally arrived, and were welcomed by 
Marie Pleissner, the German Quaker who was 
organising the week’s programme, a Japanese, 
a Persian and various*German guests. The 
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following evening we were busy sewing to- 
gether stars of straw and bells of silver paper 
for our Christmas tree, and practising carols in 
various languages. 


Christmas Eve observance 


On Christmas Eve, when the Germans have 
their main celebration, carols were sung, 
Christmas music was played on flute and 
piano, a litle girl recited a poem. The guests 
were then invited each to light a candle and 
express some deep desire. One wished a happy 
New Year to ali the children in the world; 
another wished freedom to all lands under 
colonial domination ; a third wished that all 
returned prisoners of war might be free of 
bitterness ; and so on. When all the candies 
were lit, we sang “Silent Night” together, 
and presents were distributed. Our German 
friends had prepared the customary “ Bunte 
Teller ’’—a plate for each of us, full of fruit 
and nuts and gingerbread and chocolate—and 
then in came Father Christmas with a pillow- 
case full of presents. 

The African guests volunteered to sing and 
dance in their majestic tribal robes. They then 
Ient one of their records for our Pakistani 
friend, Hanifa, to dance to. She swirled 
gracefully in her bare feet, with brown fingers 
extended in fascinating patterns, and now and 
then a flashing smile, as her dark plait swung 
round with its gilded tassel. This was indeed 
an unusual Christmas, but surely a celebration 
which would be pleasing to the Prince of 
Peace. 

Inspiration for peace 

We did not miss our English Christmas over- 

much. On the fourth day, someone received 
a sprig of mistletoe in a letter, and it was 
passed round the breakfast table, but nobody 
seemed to know what to do with it! 
_ We shall bring away with us warm recollec- 
tions of this house, and of the generous 
hospitality of Pastor Mensching and_ his 
friends ; and we hope that many more people 
from all over the world will go there to study 
and to gain fresh inspiration for their work 
for peace. 


CONSCRIPTION IN ISRAEL 


FSRAEL has increased her period of com- 
pulsory military training from 24 years to 
34 years “to meet the present emergency.” 

She has more than 50,000 men and women 
under arms; one third of her population. She 
is spending a third of her total income on 
“ defence.” 

Men up to 49 and childless women up to 
34 are liable for military training each year. 
From 49 to 60 the ex-reservists can be called 
up for “ civil defence.” 


This demand having been flatly refused, he 
made a last effort to save the day. He pro- 
posed that the loyalty investigation might be 
omitted in all cases where the guerillas accepted 
departure (the word deportation was carefully 
avoided) for China. This, too, was rejected, 
but Chin Peng is reported to have offered the 
disbandment of his forces and even the tem- 
porary banning of the Communist party, “as 
soon as the Federation obtained complete 
control over internal security and local armed 
forces.” 


The military consideration 


It is this, of course, that renders the outcome 
of the London negotiations so important, 
although it is itself a highly contentious point 
because there can be endless quibbles about 
the precise definition of internal security and 
local forces—and Britain is not likely to con- 
sent to the withdrawal of troops or installations 
which she considers to fall under the heading 
of Commonwealth defence. 


Demands for unconditional surrender are 
always humiliating, and it is not surprising that 
Chin Peng refused Abdul Rahman’s terms. 
But whatever sympathy should be felt for him 
on this account cannot obscure the fact that his 
men deserve the description “terrorists,” 
though it must be admitted that terrorism is 
not confined to one side. Also, counting in 
the values of “ negotiation from strength,” it is 
clear that Abdul Rahman had no reason to 
make concessions. 


The real point worthy of close consideration 
-——and it is one that well illustrates the intel- 
lectual hollowness of “negotiation 
strength”—is what must reasonably be expected 
to follow if this unconditional surrender and 
the outlawing of the Communists can be 
enforced. 


A regime of absentee landlordism 


The first of these long-term factors, twofold 
as it is, is very simple. Of Malaya’s (estimated) 
population of about 4} million people (exclu- 
sive of Singapore) about 2 million are Chinese ; 
and though most of these, under the stresses 
of recent years, have turned to the Malay 
Chinese Association which supports Abdul 
Rahman, their fundamental sympathy is likely 
to take them back to Chin Peng and Com- 
munism as soon as conditions allow. Secondly, 
the activities now (rightly) described as terror- 
ism were hailed as heroic patriotism during the 
war against Japan. 


Next, almost the whole of Malaya’s 
national economy can be aptly described as 
a regime of absentee lIandlordism on the 
widest scale—and nothing in the world is a 
greater incentive to Communism, or to its 
immediate revival in any place where it may 
have been suppressed by external force, 


Last, but not least, the new Republic of 
Indonesia is only a few miles across the water 
(30-50 miles according to the variations of the 
coast lines), and there the Communists are not 
only fully recognised as a legitimate political 
party but have also just secured second place, 
with 4 million votes up to date against the 
Nationalists’ 5.1 million, in the first elections 
for the country’s Constituent Assembly. 


With these facts and Communist China's 
leading position in Asia in view, to say nothing 
of other refusals to become anti-Communistic, 
can anyone think that the Communists can 
really be outlawed in Malaya for even a single 
year? As the German proverb has it: Against 
stupidity even the gods fight vainly. 
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Dear Dick— 

You appear to be quite unaware that your 
use of atomic deterrents is a form of dictator- 
ship. A handful of men can decide whether 
or not to use the deterrents; so your world 
peace depends on whether the few dozen men 
in charge are sane. And you do not seem to 
have any method for examining their sanity. 

Now, in Erewhon, it is considered essential 
that the deterrent-method should be completely 
democratic. 

Every responsible citizen is compelled by 
international agreement to have a live bomb 
under his bed. This is connected by a grid 
system to a contact-maker in an enemy 
country. 

Everyone has a contact-maker as well as 
a bomb. If a contact were made, it would 
automatically blow up a household in an 
Opposing country; then through the _inter- 
national automatic control this explosion 
would set off a bomb somewhere else. 

Thus a chain of reactions would be set going 
until every bomb in every country covered by 
the international deterrent agreement had 
exploded. 
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; IN EREWHON TODAY 
I 


Many people will think they know that Erewhon is nowhere on the map, and belongs t a 
work of fiction by Samuel Butler. But in the last fifty years the sites of cities writ 
large or small in legend, history and story have been located by archeologists, 
travellers and investigators; Dick Darlington went in search of Erewhon some years | 
ago and found it. He has now paid several visits to the country and lately been in | 
correspondence with Mr. Ydobon, one of the many friends made in Erewhon. Peace ~ 

News is privileged to be able to publish extracts from some of these letters. 
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Letters to the Editor 


That open letter: a reply by Erie Fenner 


T['WO weeks ago, Ivan Geffen criticised 

the formation of the Fellowship Party 
on the grounds that its outlook is too 
narrow for it to be successful. 


We are now secking to justify the Party's 
beginning and further to convince pacifists that 
there is a place for them in political action 
under their own banner. 


By far the greater portions of Mr. Geffen’s 
letter was devoted to criticisms of the Labour 
Party and with all of them we most heartily 
agree. The main points, which justify the 
formation of a new party of the Left, whether 
it be the Fellowship Party or some other, are: 


1 That the Labour Party is no longer the 
instrument whereby Socialism can be 
propagated in Britain. 

© Since the Labour Party cannot, by the very 
presence of its constitution, be improved, 
it should be replaced. 


Lebour and the pacifists 


© That the Labour Party (and other estab- 
lished parties) has failed to treat its sup- 
porters as human beings capable of accepting 

a little less for themselves if that means that 

starving people overseas are saved from 

dying. . 

A That pacifist Labour MPs are wrong in 
imagining that there is the slightest chance 
of the Labour Party allowing their voice to 
have any effect on its policy. 

Mr. Geffen states that the Fellowship Party’s 
approach is too limited and that we are going 
out of our way to make full membership 
difficult for non-pacifists. This is to some 
extent true but is this wrong? 


Mr. Geffen begins his thinking about 
political action from the basis that he is a 
Socialist first. Here is the fundamental differ- 
ence between us for we are pacifists first and 
Socialists second. Is it not possible that all 
those who still cling to the Labour Party are 
also Socialists first and pacifists second? It is 
a question of which is the dominant principle 
in one’s life. 


Those H-tests 


TN Peace News, December 16, Sybil Morri- 

son says that to ask the British Government 
to forego its own H-bomb test “‘is tantamount 
to asking the British Government to engage in 
a fight with one hand tied.” 

But surely the question of tests is a question 
of prestige and not a question of disarmament 
at all. Were Britain to accept the Russian 
challenge the security against Communism 
would in no way be affected: both blocs 
already possess sufficient atomic power to wipe 
out each other, if not the whole world. 

Britain by renouncing her own H-bomb 
test would be renouncing one thing only: 
parity with America in the weapons of mass 
destruction. Is this an issue for which to 
imperil the future of the whole human race? 
(In Family Doctor, a journal written by 
doctors and published by the British Medical 
Association, the danger is estimated at no less 
than this.) 

It is true that the danger of war may not 
thereby be lessened. That is a separate issuc. 
But must the pacifist’s fight to save his own 
generation from the destruction of war render 
him indifferent to the destruction of posterity 
from another cause? 

The Pope and the late Dr. Garbett have 
both during the last month urged that the 
tests be stopped. If the question of continued 
tests were put direct to the British electorate, 
pacifists and non-pacifists alike would give 
an overwhelming “ NO.” 

Or should the pacifist stand aside? 

PATRICIA PAYNE. 

London, N.10. 


There are many who do not believe that a 
successful political party can be based on 
pacifism, and they may be right, but does that 
mean that the attempt should not be made? 
Surely if pacifism is to be the new way of life 
(and all pacifists must agree that if mankind is 
to survive there can be no alternative) and 
democratic government by elections is to be 
preserved, then the case for the formation of 
the Fellowship Party is undeniable. 


We in the Party believe that it is only by 
political action that the great mass of people 
will take pacifism seriously. In this way it 
will be taken directly to the electorate, who 
must be made to realise that as a way of life 
it is both desirable and practicable. 


Naturally, we do not expect to “sweep the 
country ” overnight. There is much hard work 
to be done by all members of the Party and 
there are unfortunately too many “ doubting 
Thomases” who sit on the fence and await 
results. 


This is one of the attitudes to life which 
we hope, in time, to change. 

It is very easy to criticise the efforts of 
others, but much more difficult to help them 
in their efforts. 


Party’s basic principle 


Ivan Geffen suggests that the Fellowship 
Party is guilty of the same intolerance that the 
Labour Party leaders show to the rank and file. 
What utter nonsense this is! The Fellowship 
Party has laid down a set of Objects and 
Principles to which members are asked to sub- 
scribe in the same way as the Labour Party. It 
is merely asking that full members should 
agree with these principles and no more. On 
the other hand Labour Party leaders in exercis- 
ing their intolerant attitude have themselves 
forsaken their own objects and principles. 


The Labour Party is declining because 
Socialism is no longer the dominating factor 
in the minds of both its leaders and its rank 
and file. It has been replaced by greed and 
self-preservation. If and when the Fellowship 
Party forsakes its dominating factor, pacifism, 


Where’s Labour on 
conscription? 


THE youth of Britain are sick and tired of 

conscription. So are their parents, 
teachers and employers. National servicemen 
are needed at home, building houses, re-equip- 
ing industry and bringing down the cost of 
living. 

Four months ago delegates both to the TUC 
and Labour Party unanimously demanded a 
cut in the call-up. The TUC possesses almost 
decisive power today. Is it not time the 
General Council sent a strong deputation to 
10 Downing St. on this issue? And why 
doesn't the national executive of our Labour 
Party organise an inspiring, nation-wide, 
demonstration to force the government to give 
way? There would be a tremendous response, 
particularly from youth. 

Incidentally it is only by action in the 
people’s interest that a Party wins enthusiasm. 
membership and financial support. 

FRANK ALLAUN, M.P. 

House of Commons, S.W.1. 


Gandhi and ‘Revolution 
TIN his reply to my article on the Alternative 
to Revolution Gene Sharp writes that my 
references to Gandhi “do not indicate any 
considerable understanding of his life or 
philosophy ” ; whereas for more than a decade 
these things have been one of my deepest 
studies and most intense preoccupations. That 
my conclusions are correct would seem to be 
proved by the fact that my articles on Gandhi’s 
teachings are being printed by the official 
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then will be the time for complaints and 
criticism. 

There has been much talk of a new 
“* Radical * party—broad-based in outlook, but 
we must examine what this would mean. It 
would mean compromise and more com- 
promise, all along the line, with no firm basic 
principle by which such a party stood or fell. 
It would in fact be a conglomeration of vague 
and muddled idealists and ambitious political 
manoeuvrers. 


Political parties should be based on ideals 
and principles and should not be created 
merely to try to attract people who are dis- 
contented with existing parties. 


No ethical monopoly 


Ivan Geffen said that so long as the pacifist 
protest is silent, the pcople can be denied even 
the knowledge that there is any choice in Inter- 
national Affairs. With this we agree, but it 
scems to be inconsistent with his attempts to 
decry our attempt to give pacifists a direct 
voice in politics. 

To state that the Fellowship Party is 
endeavouring to say that it holds a monopoly 
of ethical principles or places its emphasis on 
Christian standards is a distortion of fact. 
The simple truth is that the party has laid 
down in its Objects and Principles certain 
mora] standards which it will aspire to keep 
before it in all it does. There is no emphasis 
on purely Christian standards. Mr. Geffen 
presumably has this impression from the 
following extract from the Objects and 
Principles : 

“To place loyalty to Christian and moral 
standards above sectional or personal 
interests and to endeavour to spread these 
standards throughout the community.” 
The wording “ Christian and moral” enables 

agnostics and other religions to be included on 
an equal footing. 

That this is possible is proved by the fact 
that of an Executive of 17 members, no less 
than five are agnostics. 

The point that Ivan Geffen makes that be- 
cause he is an agnostic he cannot join the 
Party is therefore a false one. 

The Fellowship Party has been subjected to 
much criticism because it had no domestic 
policy, but this defect is being remedied by 
six policy committees—on World Affairs, 
Government Finance, Education, Industry, 
Welfare, and Legal and Administrative prob- 
lems—which are meeting regularly. All 
members who join the party are asked if they 
would like to serve on any of these committees. 
Recently a statement of Interim Policy was 
approved by the Executive and published in 
Peace News last week. Thus another fallacy 
has been exposed. 


Efforts worthwhile 


Millions of men and women in this country 
are dissatisfied with all the main_ political 
parties, but you cannot mobilise disillusioned 
people into any party. The only way is to 
have sound principles and policies in which 
you believe and to put them firmly before 
the people as often as possible. 

If pacifism is ever to become universal, or 
even unilateral, there must first be a change in 
the hearts of the majority of men and women 
so that they are thinking all the time of what 
is best for humanity as a whole and not merely 
of what will produce immediate benefits to 
themselves or their country. A new universal 
code of ethics is needed to which all will 
subscribe. 

The Fellowship Party does not claim a 
monopoly of these ethics, but if it can help in 
even a very small way towards the ultimate 
goal, its efforts and its existence will have 
been well worth while. 

ERIC FENNER, 

General Secretary, The Fellowship Party. 

14 Parkgate Rd., N.W.11, : 
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Tel. 929. Janet and James Joyce. 

HOLIDAY FRIENDSHIP SERVICE. 20 
countnes, from Moscow to Lisbon; Edinburgh 
to Istanbul. Send siamp, 48 Dalston Lane, 
London, 6.8. _ 
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What White Paper omitted 


his speech caused some embarrassment to the 
Americans and Dr. Adenauer, 


Thus his proposal had to be modified, so 
that the suggested neutral zone was to begin, 
not on the East-West dividing line, but on the 
present East German frontier and to take in 
parts of Poland and Czechoslovakia. 


This was naturally a very different situation 
from the Russian point of view! 


As Mr. Molotov had pointed out, at the 
disarmament sub-commission in New York 
in April, the USA had retreated from the 
position it had previously taken, and M. 
Pinay’s and Mr. Nutting’s statements at 
Geneva on November 10 were at variance 
with those made on September 6, 

He pressed for a clarification of these con- 
flicting plans, especially regarding the French 
proposals for control through reduction of 
military budgets, coupled with the payment of 
money thus saved into an international fund 
for world development and the Eden disarma- 
ment proposals. 

He received no satisfactory answer. 


Retreats and Evasions 


In the unpublished speech, Mr. Molotov 
expressly stated that the Soviet Government 
had agreed to the West’s proposal for the 
limitation of the levels of armed forces and 
had accepted the three-power proposals that 
disarmament measures should be carried out 
by stages. 

But, he added, judging by their proposals 
tabled on November 10, the West had given 
up their own disarmament proposals, “ and 
now we are asked to forget all about it.” 
He went on: ‘As soon as opportunities 

appear for four-power agreement on basic dis- 
armament questions, particularly in view of 
the Soviet proposals introduced on May 10, 
the Western powers begin retreating, whittling 
down the achievements obtained in working for 
agreement. 


Confusions and Contradictions 


Another part of the Western security plan 
provided for a special warning system to pro- 
vide against surprise attack. 

But, as Mr, Molotov showed in the un- 
published specch, Air Marshal Sir Basil Embry, 
C-in-C NATO Air Forces, had on October 26 
emphasised the increasing importance of air 
reconaissance, and stressed the importance of 
up-to-date and accurate intelligence data on 
what was to be the objective of the nuclear 
weapon in order to inflict the greatest possible 
damage. 

“Judge for yourselves,” Mr. Molotov 
added, “how can one consider a plan for 
exchanging military information and aerial 
photographs in the light of such statements 
by leading NATO officers.” 

Here was further evidence of the confusion 
and contradictions concerning the various pro- 
posals for the clarification of which Mr. 
Molotov’s requests were ignored. 

One fact stands out clearly from these 
speeches, and only one conclusion can be 
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MICHAEL SHELTON & MURRAY 
of 7 Museum Street, W.C.1 
announce the forthcoming publication of 


A GUIDE TO PACIFISM 
by Father Jj. F. T. Prince 


An important book by a Cathalle priest on 
an all-important subject. 
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diawn from an impartial study of the White 
Paper and the omitted document. 

It is that whatever accusations of intran- 
sigence may rightly have been levelled in 
the past against the Russians, the responsi- 
bility for the breakdown at Geneva must 
now be laid upon the Western Ministers. 


In the absence of any explanation they must 
not be surprised if. the omission of Mr. 
Molotov’s speech and the distortions in Mr. 
Macmillan’s broadcast appear to be deliberate 
and an attempt to cover up the real position. 


And the real position, one must conclude, 
is that Western powers are prepared to risk 
all hopes of disarmament or German unity 
unless the Russians give way on every point 
and accept the complete Western demands. 
THE WESTERN POWERS HAVE DELIBERATELY 

PROLONGED THE COLD WAR. 

They went to Geneva determined that the 
mecting should fail, confident that public 
ignorance of the facts would enable them to 
put the blame, as usual, on the Russians. 

If the Labour Party fails to challenge this 
White Paper in the House, it will fail in the 
first duty of an opposition and become a party 
to one of the most dangerous betrayals of 
the cause of peace that ever disgraced a British 
Government. 


LANDLORDISM ENDS 
IN BIHAR 


T ANDLORDISM has been ended in all 17 
4 districts of the Province of Bihar, in 
north-eastern India. 


On New Years day the state Government 
abolished private ownership of 200,000 private 
estates in nine districts. It had taken similar 
action some months ago in eight other districts. 


Compensation will be made to the land- 
lords (zamindars) at a cost of 158 crores of 
Rupees (£118,500,000), payable in 40 instal- 
ments in cash and bonds. 

The rents which formerly went to the land- 
lords, 16 crores of rupees annually, will now 
go to the Bihar government. Plans for redis- 
tribution of the lands to the peasants have not 
yet been acted upon. 

The Land Gift Movement of Vinoba Bhave 
had concentrated much work in the province. 
Bihar, though not a large state, ranked second 
in the number of acres contributed. 


Norway’s CO law under fire 


J ISCUSSION of Norway's proposed new 
laws for conscientious objectors is taking 
place in many quarters. 

At a public meeting arranged by the Law 
Students’ Association at the University of Oslo 
strong criticisms were made, mainly against 
a proposal that only religious or moral con- 
victions should be accepted as grounds for 
exemption from military service. 

In articles published on October 22 and 24 
in “Dagbladet” (equivalent to News Chronicle) 
Wilhelm Aubert, LI.D., attacked the pro- 
posals, and also gave the results of an analysis 
he had made of the decisions given by the 
various Courts when handling CO cases since 
the end of the war. 

He found that there was a big difference 
in their methods; the North Norway Court 
had a very high percentage of condemnations 
in comparison with acquittals, and the reasons 
for judgment were often contradictory from 
case to case, 

He was able to show that to a very great 
extent the success of an application for ex- 
emption depended on which particular official 


handled it. 
LETTERS TO 
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Vinoba Bhave organ, Sarvodaya, and also by 
Manilal Gandhi in Indian Opinion. 

Western critics continually shut their eyes to 
the emphasis that Gandhi placed on the im- 
portance of Brahmacharya, or self-purification. 
It is altogether too radical a measure for the 
would-be reformer who wishes the world to 
change for the better while he remains as he 
is. 

But when Gene Sharp asks: “Ts not exclu- 
sive concentration on one’s own purification 
an escape from fulfilling one’s moral responsi- 
bility?” he verges on the metaphyisically 
ridiculous, 

For what is the moral responsibility of the 
religionist, the Christian, the Buddhist, the 
Hindu, but to become more like the Christ, 
the Buddha, or Krishna? and in becoming 
more like the perfect man of his particular 
faith to act more perfectly towards society and 
his fellowmen? 

It is a great deal easier—but finally ineffec- 
tive—to put the cart before the horse and 
grapple with external evils while remaining the 
sort of man who has externalised these evils by 
his own unregenerate character. 

A deep study of Gandhi’s writings and 
utterances reveals that he was well aware of 
this fact, but that the nationalist in him tem- 
porarily overcame the Seer and, unlike Jesus 
Christ whom he deeply revered as a Master 
infinitely above himself, he organised, as Jesus 
tefused to do, non-violent resistence to the 
foreign Raj of his time before those taking 
part in it had become Brahamacharis. 

The result we all know, and when he saw the 
fearful” bloodshed that eventually occurred he 
expressed the wish that he had died before 
seeing such results of his own policy. By his 
death he has possibly been spared the even 
greater disillusionment of seeing his country 
perverted by a far more terrible foe than it 
had in the British Raj which at least did 
not interfere with its religion—the dense 
materialism of Communism which subjugates 
4 enslaves not only men’s bodies but their 
souls. 

Jesus Christ preferred to die an abandoned 
failure rather than lead his people—as they 
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SYBIL MORRISOB 


HISTORY }} 


A Conference of British and German historians to be held in Oxford in March 


will consider proposals for removing nationalist bias in the school and university 
history books used by over ten million Germans, 
such as the belief that “ Britain first started concentration camps,’ and a modern 


re-appearance of the “war guilt lie.” 
SINCE history depends largely upon 

testimony, much must also depend 
upon the nature and the value of the 
testimony at any given time. The 
historian of one century may understand, 
interpret, or merely report, in an entirely 
different sense from the historian of a 


later century. 

It is interesting to note that to-day there are 
many who are ready to undertake detailed 
research for the only purpose of proving that 
the historians of the past were wrong. 

The recent energetic splashing of whitewash 
in connection with Richard III by a novelist 
of repute, is an outstanding example of what 
can be done in this way. In spite of our 
history books quite a good case is made to 
prove that he was innocent of the murder of 
the princes in the Tower, that he was not the 
malignant sadist we were all taught to believe, 
and doubt is even cast on the fact that he 
was a hunchback. (Shakespeare, of course, 
stuck to the history books !). 


¥ 


However, in this particular example no 
national bias is involved, but it serves to show 
what historians of a later century can do if 
they want to. 

That Germany in her history books should 
give a different “slant” to the “war guilt” 
accusation is perfectly natural; no country 
would permit their historians to write them 
down as the guilty party in a world war. And 
in any case, however different historians may 
record it, the facts do not bear out the asser- 
tion that Germany was wholly guilty for the 
1914-18 war, 


In British historical records it is always 


Jailed CO had 200 greetings 


* [ wish to thank you for publishing the list 

“ of COs in prison during Christmas. It 
was, I am sure, largely due to this that I 
received over 200 cards.” 

So writes one of the COs, John Noon. 

John Hammond, another British CO, reports 
that cards came from “ many different parts of 
Britain, from Germany, Denmark, Holland, 
Norway, and the USA.” 

Bryan Ames, “the CO in the Glasshouse,” 
asks Peace News to thank the senders of the 
126 cards he received 


Christmas Crossword result 


J. W. Withers of Gatley, Cheshire, was the 
sender of the first correct solution to be 
opened after the closing date. He receives a 
£1 1s. Book Token. 


Across 
1, Christmas; 7, Moon; 8, Talking; 12, Peace; 13, 
Rid; 14, Engage; 15, Wan 17, Icon; 18, Map; 19, Sip; 
22, Nee; 23, Figaro; 25, Rut; 26, Adieu; 28, Striver: 
30, Tota ; 31, Greetings. 
Down 
1, Companionship; 2, Rota; 3, Solent; 4, Ann; 5, 
Goodwill ; 6, Inconspicuous; 9, Ace; 10, In a manger; 
f1, Grey; 16, Moderate ; 20, Efts; 21. Cravat; 24, Ode; 
27, Iran ; 29, Tar, 


A Peace Exhibition is to be displayed in the 
Lecture Room of the Public Library, Mar- 
ket Place, Lancaster, by the local Peace 
Pledge Union Group on Saturday, January 
21, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. On the previous 
evening, Friday at 7.30 p.m., Stuart Morris, 
General Secretary of the PPU, will address 
a public meeting in the Friends Hall 


THE EDITOR 


insisted that the true Messiah must do—against 
the tyranny of Rome, though obviously he 
could have accomplished this by non-violent 
means. 


For he knew what Gandhi tempararily for- 
got—that until men have emancipated them- 
selves from their lower natures and so can 
govern themselves, they will always be at the 
mercy of some form of tyrannical external 
government, and as modern materialistic 
totalitarinism has shown us, there are worse 
tyrannics than the Roman rule and the British 


Raj. 
ESME WYNNE-TYSON. 
Clarwyn, East Beach, 
Selsey, Sussex. 


GENE SHARP writes: 

My opinion is that both individual and 
social change are necessary. While not endors- 
ing Brahmacharya (celibacy) for everyone, 1 
think that Gandhi's thinking here deserves 
very serious study and personal consideration, 
I think it is a@ mistake to hold that anything 
less than total celibacy makes one beastly, 


I do not think that there is hope for major 
changes in Western society toward a non- 
violent civilisation in the foreseeable future 
unless we develop several individuals of a 
moral stature equal or greater than Gandhi. 


As revelation is a continuous process, each 
seer and saint must be seen both in the con- 
text of universal truth and of his society and 
historical period. : 


Gandhi at the end of his life was undergoing 
considerable re-evaluation concerning his work 
and the non-violence used in the Indian 
struggle. However, he rejected suggestions that 
he should withdraw from society and concen- 
trate exclusively on his own purification. He 
was a Karmayogi seeking realisation through 
right action, the doctrine of the Bhagavad 
Gita. At the time of his assassination. he had 
been devoting his energies to stopping the 
riots, was considering his next proposals to 
take India further toward a non-violent just 
society. 

! refer the reader to Gandhi's own writings, 
e.g. Non-violence in Peace and War (2 vols.). 


. .. Many fallacies still persist, 


—Sunday Times, January 8, 1956. 


conveniently forgotten that in the ten yeaa 
before the First World War, Britain’s 
conquered navy dominated the seas, not 
the defence of this island against aggressi0&] 
but in defence of her trade routés to WY The Int 
colonies she had acquired all over the world. —_ 


From 1908 onwards, there was a race ! 
armaments with Germany, not  becatl} 
Germany was threatening war but becav® 
Germany was threatening to expand and if 


trude upon these trade routes. Britain had @ 
the example, and the possession of coloni@ 
apart from the practical necessity for expat 


sion, was regarded by Germany and Japan 


a sign of power and prestige. The histori? 
of the future should not overlook this whe 
By E 


apportioning out blame. 
British historians naturally give an accoul 
ore soldiers 
National Ser 


of British Imperialism in terms very differ 
from those countries who were either jealo# 
of Britain’s oversea’s possessions, or desirov 
of freeing themselves from British rule. 
It may well be true that Britain start 
concentration camps. The words, of cout# 
have come to have the dreadful meanl 
derived from Belsen and Dachau, places 
terror and horror, of torment and _ tortures ten 
Bed iy fact, ponesntzatlon cams were origif weeks ! 
ally places where large numbers of prisoné : re ; 
had to be concentrated on account of lack ot e's news ore 
accommodation in the ordinary prisons. ae Sto 
This is, actually, what happened in In W 
during the struggle for freedom; such lat © were told und 
numbers of Indians were arrested after tM! “Angry Scots r. 
demonstrations and the civil disobedien@) their teenage sons- 
Parade for the k 
Yprus. 
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Light Infantry rec 
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“A wave of prc 
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campaigns that the ordinary civilian priso® 
could not hold them, and concentration cam 
were, therefore, set up some considerable tit 
before Hitler instituted his ghastly regime. 

The history of our age has yet to be writte™ 
it would be of incalculable benefit to futut 
generations if the facts of history could 
disentangled from the bias of nationalist 
That there are two sides to any question is# 
platitude ; what is needed in history is a factU 
presentation of all sides. 

It might well happen that if the whole tru! 
could be discovered and recorded, the peopl 
of the world seule a last rise up, and ref 
any longer to be the target and the 1a e 
material for war. This would indeed be ® they bem Aa 


“make history.” j* meant, When the 
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f “We parents s 
spection proposal—but in 1956 the US wit yop this. I have 
have to come forward with a serious plat a ae ea a 
All-India Socialist. Party Oh iat ur boys mis! 
My final comment is a brief one about cert” And what about t 
recent developments in India. During ™®!,""vate Francis K 
holidays the Praja (People’s) Socialist Pat} “Tied, said: 
of which Asoka Mehta and Acharya J..%) | “1 don't want 
Kripalani are the best known leaders, held #) Sddcd: “ Imagine 
national convention at Gaya in North] abies.” 
India. pe mnother mother, 
At the same time members who had left th) Mghtswood, Glasg: 


PSP met in Hyderabad and founded the Alt a It_ would be 
Indian Socialist Party. ) fen specially tra 
The leading figure in the new party is Di} Breat shock.” 


Rammanohar Lohia, a brilliant, courage? 
and perhaps somewhat erratic and explosi¥l: 
figure. Some time ago I got the impress! 
that if Lohia founded a new party, it wou 
take away only a small percentage of 
strength. ae Pe 
A friend who usually has up-to-date and re) Q 
able information on these matters tells ™o Sur ; 

however, that the All-Indian SP may hé¥) VUISIDE his f 


drawn away as much as 80 per cent of i: an. African 
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constituents, especially among the youth. a 

am not in a position to check on this at tit One Nkumbula, 
moment. abi My bf African C 
The basic problem which underlies thing through 


turbulent course of the Indian Socialist mOM% Nithority . 
3 ob 
ment in recent years—Jayaprakash Naraya™, {Qj 1 
withdrawal from leadership, thoug 


h b: 
membership, in PSP and his resolve to deve mm We shall try ev 
| all 
ti 
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the rest of his life to the Land Gift mod Sur aims put int 
ment, the struggle among Mehta, Lohia oo a. On deaf cars w 
others—is one of the most fundamental Neae! means—and 
urgent of our time. a ant for Europe: 
It is: can politics be spiritualised and Am ; 

how? fr Ong the item: 
Or to put it another way, in a phrasé peamme for 195 
Martin Buber’s, can the plough-share © Coonan in Northe 
normative principle be driven into “ the 1 i by cil by 1958, wit 
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SPECIAL CONFERENCE 
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“Education and your Child. 
Speaker: Lady Simon of Wythenshaw@ 


THE HOLBORN HALL 
Grays Inn Road, W.C.1 


Saturday, January 21 


Csi 
Commencing 2.30 p.m. _ jto 4 Be mihoae 
This Special Conference will examin@ te ‘ former headma 
serious shortcomings in the State educa”. Was sent to 
al service, and in particular the following I) Qa OMics by th 


The “slum” schools, overcrowded Cla. 
rooms and inadequate school buildinyy 


conditions of teaching staffs ; provisions — 


secondary education—the ‘11 plus” oxtne , ican” ae 
ination, the comprehensive school. T’ the Conidn 
intentions of the 1944 Act. ~ mer, 


e 
Tickets obtainable at 6d. aach from the Education secret 
LCS, 34, Tavistock Square, WC.1. (Delegates 
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